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Sept. 29: Late Sunday evening, shooting broke out at the Lamentin army training camp located
near the capital, an army- run police station in downtown Port-au-Prince, and at a penitentiary.
Prison inmates include several former security officers opposed to President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.
Shortly before midnight Sunday, the head of Radio Nacionale, Michel Favard, went on the air to
say a government source had told him a coup was believed to be underway. Favard is a longtime
Aristide aide. Minutes later, six soldiers burst into the station, handcuffed Favard and took him
away. Sept. 30: Early Monday, soldiers opened fire on Aristide's home in La Plaine, located on the
outskirts of Port-au-Prince. According to a report by the independent Radio Cacique, on Monday
afternoon an armored personnel carrier was dispatched by loyalist forces to Aristide's home to take
the president, staff members, and French Ambassador Jean-Rafael Dufour to the National Palace.
Foreign Minister Jean-Robert Sabalat told foreign journalists that rebel soldiers attacked the convoy.
Aristides and his staff were arrested later by rebel soldiers at the National Palace, and taken to
army headquarters. Neither Aristide nor the French ambassador were injured. The international
airport was closed Monday afternoon. At mid-day, the US State Department described the situation
in Haiti as an uprising of "renegades" against the Aristide administration, and issued a travel
advisory. The rebellion touched off widespread protests that reportedly left at least 26 dead and
200 wounded. Sylvio Claude, 57, a two-time presidential candidate and outspoken critic of Aristide,
was burned to death in the streets of Cayes. Supporters of the president reportedly believed he was
involved in the attempt to overthrow Aristide. Roger Lafontant, sentenced to life imprisonment
after attempting to oust Aristide in a coup in January, was also reported killed. In Miami, Florida
(US), hundreds of anti-riot police supported by helicopters launched tear gas into crowds protesting
the military rebellion in Haiti. About 300 Haitian residents of New York demonstrated in front of
United Nations headquarters, demanding UN intervention. Late Monday, the Organization of
American States (OAS) issued a statement reaffirming support for the Haitian government. The
statement said the OAS "deplores the loss of human lives and demands the punishment of those
responsible," expressed its "most vehement condemnation" of the rebellion, and "demands respect
for the Constitution and legitimate government" which was elected last December. The OAS also
called on the mutineers to respect "the life and physical integrity" of Aristide. The OAS permanent
council called an urgent meeting at the foreign minister-level to formulate a collective position the
Haitian uprising. By Monday evening, only one of Haiti's radio stations, Radio Soleil (run by the
Roman Catholic church), continued to broadcast news. Some broadcasters shut down after being
strafed by gunfire, and others switched to music-only formats. During a radio broadcast at 11 p.m.
local time, armed forces commander-in-chief Brig.Gen. Raoul Cedras, said the military had assumed
power: "Today, the armed forces find themselves obligated to assume the heavy responsibility
to keep the ship of state afloat...After seven months...of democratic experience, the country once
again finds itself a prey to the horrors of uncertainty. With all Haitians...we will bring the ship to
port. "The armed forces of Haiti insist on reaffirming that it is an apolitical institution at the service
of the Haitian people. It will respect constitutional order, guarantee democratic liberty and will
not condone any act of pillage..." Leaders of the rebellion accused Aristide of interfering in army
affairs. The president had retired the army high command, and was rumored to be training an
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elite unit for his protection. A statement read early Monday by an anonymous soldiers on Radio
Soleil said the army was angered by Aristide's refusal to approve promotions for nine senior
officers, including Cedras. Cedras, considered a moderate, was named interim army commander
on July 3, replacing Lt.Gen. Herard Abraham. Cedras was in charge of security for the December
elections that Aristide won by a two-thirds margin. Oct. 1: Notimex reported that the UN Security
Council rejected a request by Haiti's ambassador at the UN, Fritz Longchamp, for an emergency
session on grounds that the rebellion was a domestic political affair. Informal consultations with
representatives of some member-nations of the Security Council took place instead. According to
Longchamp, diplomats from the US, France and Venezuela negotiated with the rebels in an attempt
to prevent the assassination of Aristide, and to arrange his departure from Haiti. A prominent
Haitian politician, who spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity, said Prime Minister Rene Preval
and Information Minister Marie-Laurence Jocelyn Lassegue also had been arrested. At 3:15 a.m.
EDT, Aristide, six relatives, and Lt. Pierre Cherubin Port-au-Prince police chief and supporter of
the president were taken to the airport to be deported to France via Caracas. Aristide and company
were accompanied by US Ambassador Alvin Adams. Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez
reportedly sent a private eight-passenger Lear jet for Aristide's use. On Tuesday morning, a military
junta, headed by Cedras, took power. The French government announced the suspension of
economic aid to Haiti. Aid will be resumed, according to the statement, only if Aristide is restored
to power. (Basic data from several reports by Spanish news service EFE, 09/30/91; Associated Press,
Notimex, Deutsche Press Agentur, Agence France-Presse, 09/30/91, 10/01/91)
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